A New Perspective on Contemporary European Education

In the represented statements are expressed the positions of pupils, parents and teachers concerning  the educational process  that may carry out the idea of creating “European consciousness” in a young  person `s thoughts and to help them find their own successful path in United Europe .Research on the opinions of 60 young people that represent 10 % of  the pupils in the school  was carried out and included in the project.

Changes in education have a complex world  background. The difficult transition to open societies in Central and Eastern Europe is combined in a global context in contradictory ways with the arrival of new information and media technologies, with the increased international mobility of students and teachers, with the changed relationship between elite and mass culture, with the new expectations of the labour market. As a result, the very idea of education is transformed – the relationship between education, social mission and training market is changing radically, school autonomy gets a new meaning, the nature and hierarchy of school institutions are changed, the mentality of the teaching community, the attitude of students, and the general public towards education experience turbulence.  At the beginning of the 21st century there occurs imperative replacement of the old educational paradigm with a new one which will offer free, open and human-oriented education. It will reveal the unique, the exceptional in every child and provide the best conditions for formation and development of the personality on the grounds of this uniqueness. Just then we can anticipate as a final result the formation of free, initiative and extraordinary personalities of high competence, capable of managing their own lives. Today the purpose of the education has oriented not towards mastering of knowledge but towards formation and development of creative thinking, looking for unusual life solutions and change of the existing reality. 

From didactic point of view, the priorities of modern education, relevant to the oriented towards the personal development educational process and the basic principles of the intercultural education, suggest:

· Reconsidering the curriculum in terms of intercultural principles;

· Change of position: teacher- student;

· Validation of civil education;

· Extension of language learning;

· Development of life-long learning idea.

Bulgarian education is in fact multiethnic and features ethno-cultural identification. The years after democratic changes at the beginning of the last 90`s outline  negative tendencies  relating  to  high drop-out rates within compulsory education amongst the  Roma minority  and unsatisfactory results in learning school curriculum disciplines because of insufficient knowledge of  Bulgarian language in the case of  the Turkish minority. Recent problems associated  with constant flow of refugees from the Middle East; immigrants from different corners of  the world ,each of whom of different family and cultural background seeking permanent shelter, have been accumulated over the past several years .

Bulgarian students should master their skills at interaction with other nations with the prior preview of their general attitude towards Europe and the rest of the world. In the sense of globalization and developing European identity, every new contact is an approach to variety experienced through intercourse of cultures.

Public attitudes and requirements must take into account the cultural dimension of education, which is linked to our identity and our  understanding of the notion  "how to live well". The vision of education is closely related to the vision of  what kind of society we want. Because our future society will be what  we now  teach our children  to be . If we teach them to compete and succeed  at the expense of others, if we show them how to destroy the environment and teach them of false democracy, only by  imposing discipline and learning through violence, our society will  turn to be the same  in the future. But if children learn  to cooperate, to enjoy the success of the others, if they become aware that  collective thought is stronger and deeper, that the resources are limited in nature, our society will be totally different. School   should not neglect its   educational  functions. Humanity, aesthetics and instruction shouldn’t depart from it. School must   answer  the  question why  people need to be educated and  well-mannered in a social and media environment that tolerates being successful, attractive and funny. Yes, it’s important to succeed but the school should say what  the price for that can be.

Quality education is the education  ensuring equal rights and standards for all, allowing  personal development for revealing the potential of every child in ways that ensure its future and social integration ,  irrespective of origin, religion or material status of the family.

Basic structural reforms of making European education competitive and relevant to Labor Market  are needed, so that young people can establish a good educational and practical basis . A slowdown of the EU’s member states economies compared to the world top  ranking list (there are 4 European in the top 10 of the strongest economies and in 2050 are expected to be only 2 ) and the demographic crisis should also be taken into account as factors affecting the levels of youth unemployment.

Fear for failure and lack of entrepreneurial  spirit among  young people in Europe is a phenomenon. Most of the young people prefer to be an employee rather than an employer. If we had more flexible, free and administratively comfortable market that would help for cooperation between  education and employment  for the young people and it will assist the development of new initiatives, which can help for the opening of new employment positions and growth.
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