Proud to be European students… despite all!
Aurelio and Erika: this is how we should feel: proud of our Europe. But how many of us really feel European? 

Actually not many, maybe because of different cultures and languages, sometimes even because of the fortune of belonging to an influential country of the Union. 

So, how could we feel closer? (School) Educational institution can play a very important role in helping young students to feel really European, at least as long as it is perceived as an opportunity instead of an obligation. 

School drop-out data confirm the increasing difficulties of students. What do they depend on? How could we improve this situation?

Giada and Federico: Charts about school drop-out show it clearly.

Every year statistics report a high percentage of students dropping out the school; as a consequence a small part of them attend private schools, others enters the jobs market as a trainee; the rest of them is unemployed. In Italy literacy rate is lower than in other countries and many Italians do a job that does not require any qualifications. Another fact is that Italian school is under foundes if compare to the others in Europe.

Filippo: School drop-out impacts heavily Italian educational institution, more than other European countries. Italian percentage is 18%, against the median European 14% rate. Why is this occurrence so widespread? Why does it seem impossible to be stopped?

Lucia: School drop-out is an important sign of disadvantage teenagers experience and it happens mainly during the passage from middle school to high school. A useful solution to this problem could be the integration of the first two years of high school in a five-years middle school so as to let the student make a more aware choice of their future high school course.

Filippo: Unfortunately Italian educational institution is very reluctant to change. If we think about how many things have changed in the last 50-60 years in music, communications, medicine, science, technology we face that school system hasn't been able to keep up, as well as close the gap with the other fields. In Italy this system has been left to itself and know students of nowadays suffer the consequences.

Lucia: It is important to understand the reasons why so many students drop-out of school. The main cause might be the deficient basic knowledge they received, which makes some of them feel inadequate to attend further courses. Middle school students find it difficult even to do simple homework such as reading comprehension or math exercises which are considered too hard as INVALSI tests prove.

Filippo: Another cause can be found in how young people think about school. For many of them it is felt as a compulsion that involves and in such a way limit what they consider the best years of their life. School life is perceived as an endless source of stress and worry. No wonder that so many guys choose for the dropping-out. What's good in getting up every morning with the awareness that day will be focused on learning activities? And what about the sad anxiety that it implies: fear of the tasks, teachers, marks, the waste of time...Seen from this perspective school seems to be a punishment, goodness knows for what crime!

Lucia: Many students are not motivated enough to study. Probably their learning method is unsuitable to the workrate imposed by the teachers. Another demotivating issues is the uncertainty of their working future which grows their lack of confidence in the jobs market.

Filippo: Unfortunately the impudence and the initiative typical of youth often lead the boys to follow fake aspirations of earnings, which often are disappointed.

Lucia: Although results just sufficient, greatly influence the choice of continue studies, and exclude many roads represented by advanced courses, which open for professional training. But continuing on the theme of abandonment ...

Filippo: ...  must be said that not all be intimidated by the difficulties, not everybody sees the school as a sacrifice. There are students who see the school as an opportunity which they can’t miss, a resource or help from someone who asks little in return.

Lucia: It is necessary to prepare work’s world , to create a future, to know how to resolve concretely a problem ... The school is a source of nutrition of "self", personal identity. The school helps the brain to enter into the mechanism of reasoning, of choice, of maturation. Said that, the perfect environment to avoid the massive dropout is just a school where the lesson is made effective from teachers who are able to involve a full class, this could be note if the atmosphere is calm and focused, and each member of the group feels to express their own personal observation, a thought or a doubt. Many times the doubts are not declared, but in reality the boys have only fear of feeling incapable and pretend that everything is clear. 

Filippo: Again, the role of teacher is essential, they must be prepared, and capable to understand when a student needs help, even if it is not clearly expressed. To change  we’ll need a constant commitment and a strong dedication that will allow us to overcome the many obstacles that appear between us and our objective.
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