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A School for Europe

Every morning when entering the school, the students of the Maria-Wächtler-Gymnasium in Essen see the European flag waving outside the front door. 

The symbol of our school is often subtitled by “Europaschule” – a school for Europe. But our school is marked by many other things. 

In this report, it will be examined in how far the Maria-Wächtler-Gymnasium corresponds to the term “a school for Europe” and in how far scholar education can contribute to the aim of building a unified Europe.

What our school already does to contribute to a unified Europe

Our school organizes a “Europe Day” every year, where all students from every grade participate. The projects and workshops are adapted to the age of the students, so they can deal with the issue on an appropriate level. The lower grades for example work on photo collages or other artwork, whereas the older students simulate a political discussion in the European Parliament. For instance, one day our school invited local and politicians from the European parliament to discuss several European issues. It was a great experience, because projects like this help us to open our mind and to achieve a mutual understanding regarding different European issues.

Large posters of the various international exchange programs organized by our school are hung up at many places, showing pictures of the exchanges with Sweden, the Netherlands and Australia. One aspect are the different flags which you see in the whole school building and show the connection the school has to different countries. Not only the European flag, which was mentioned before, but also the British, French or Spanish flag that are hanging in the whole building. They do not only show that the different languages are taught at our school, but also our exchange projects that build up a closer relationship to the partner schools every year.

But there are many more things, which emphasize our closeness to Europe. 

What our school is especially famous for is that it offers the opportunity of a bilingual scholar education. In the following, it will be illustrated, how that works.

It begins already in the fifth grade. The young students, who decide to participate in this branch have the advantage that they receive two more English lessons a week and actually the difference concerning the level of English in comparison to students who take          basic English class are recognized very fast. It continues in the following years. That means that in the seventh grade the children get Biology as a bilingual subject, which continues with Geography in eighth grade. It reaches a climax in the ninth grade, when they have Politics, Geography and Biology as bilingual subjects.

In eighth grade the students can chose a new subject out of five opportunities. One of these subjects is called European Studies. So the Maria-Wächtler-Gynasium has a special subject in which the history and the economic and geographical issues are taught. Unfortunately, this subject is only offered for eighth and ninth grade and cannot be kept for the upper level classes. The students of this special subject are despite other things closely involved in the preparation of the "Europe Day".

Another important point contributing to a unified Europe is the variety of languages taught at school as well as support for pupils, who want to gain extra certificates in certain languages like CertiLingua, DELE (Spanish), DELF (French), and CAE (English). It offers us as students of the Maria-Wächtler-Gymansium the great possibility to deepen our knowledge in these languages, which is as we are living in Europe of utmost importance. Moreover in times of globalization it is essential that one can communicate in modern languages, like English, French or even. The CertiLingua project is another special characteristic for our school. This project might be a role model for other comparable initiatives, because it helps enormously to get an enlarged view about Europe. But what is even more important is that it encourages young students to learn the modern languages and to learn about Europe.   

English is obligatory from fifth grade onwards, Latin and French can be taken from sixth grade on and Spanish in eighth grade or alternatively in tenth grade. Within these subjects , there is always a strong connection to the EU and global matters, so we do not only learn about the foundation of the EU in history classes, but also in French or social studies. 

Ideas which help to develop a unified Europe

There could be more information about the EU and Europe in different subjects. Its topography and history could be taught in Geography class or additionally in history class. The political situation in Europe's different countries could be compared in Social Science class. Even in German or English class you could teach the students where certain languages have their origin and how they were distributed.

Another possibility would be that you could hand out information papers to the parents about recent topics that have something to do with Europe and have maybe been on the news as well. The idea about it is that parents could start conversations with their children about interesting topics. The students would get well informed as well as their parents and at young ages the children already learn to give their own opinion on certain topics and take part in a discussion. This paper could be adapted every month for example and be sent to the parents dealing as a kind of newspaper. We came up with this idea and unfortunately had no time to test it out, but we think that it would be a very efficient project especially for students in primary where their human development could still be influenced in a positive way as well.

A last idea we came up with was that there could be a wider range of information about Europe and projects at the schools. We think the participation would be rather big if projects like the Ippolito one or European debating clubs would be promoted a little more.

Considering these results we think that there are many possibilities to bring students closer to Europe and to work on the idea of a unified Europe. Everybody can participate whether it is the content taught at schools, the topics that you talk about at home or the way and effort you put in informing yourself about Europe or several projects. In our opinion our school is on a very advanced level concerning the topic and as seen in the video our teachers are quiet convinced by projects running at our school and so they are proud to represent our school and its unique binding to Europe. 
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